Give Your AI
Permanent Memory
A step-by-step guide for people who have never touched a terminal
	Free
No payment required
	~5 mins
Start to finish
	Your data
Private & yours only



What Is This?
Every time you end a conversation with Claude, it forgets everything. Your name, your preferences, what you were working on — gone. Every new conversation starts completely blank.
This guide sets up a personal memory server that fixes that. Claude will remember things across every conversation, on every device.

	Your data stays private
Everything is stored on your own Cloudflare account. Nobody else can see it — not us, not Cloudflare, not anyone without your secret password.



What You Need Before Starting
Nothing special. Just:

1. A computer (Windows, Mac, or Linux — all work)
1. An internet connection
1. About 5 minutes

We will install everything else together in the steps below. You do not need to know how to code.

How to Open a Terminal
A terminal is just a text-based way to talk to your computer. It looks scary but you will only need to type a few things — this guide tells you exactly what to type.

Windows
1. Press the Windows key on your keyboard (the one with the flag logo)
1. Type: cmd
1. Click on Command Prompt in the list that appears
1. A black window will open — that is your terminal

Mac
1. Press Cmd + Space at the same time
1. Type: terminal
1. Press Enter
1. A white or black window opens — that is your terminal

Linux
If you are using Linux, you already know how to do this.

	What is typing into a terminal?
You just type a command and press Enter. The computer reads it and does what it says. Nothing happens until you press Enter, so you cannot break anything by accident.





	1
	Install Node.js



Node.js is a free tool that lets your computer run the setup script. If you already have it, skip to Step 2.

1. Open your web browser and go to: https://nodejs.org
1. Click the big green button that says Download Node.js (LTS)
1. Open the file that downloads and run it
1. Click Next through everything — all the default settings are fine
1. Click Finish when it is done

To check it worked, open your terminal and type exactly this:

	node --version



Press Enter. You should see a version number appear, like v22.x.x. If you do, you are ready for Step 2.

	Did not see a version number?
Close the terminal, reopen it, and try again. Sometimes you need to restart it after installing Node.js.



	2
	Create a Free Cloudflare Account



Cloudflare is where your memory server will live. The free plan is more than enough — you will not need to enter payment details.

1. Go to: https://dash.cloudflare.com/sign-up
1. Enter your email address and choose a password
1. Check your email and click the verification link if one arrives
1. That is it — you do not need to add a website or a domain

	Already have a Cloudflare account?
Great, skip this step entirely and move on to Step 3.



	3
	Run the Setup



One command starts the whole process. Open your terminal and type this exactly, then press Enter:

	npx create-memory-server



If it asks "Need to install the following packages" — type y and press Enter. This is normal.

The Setup Will Ask You Some Questions
Here is what each question means and what to choose:

Checking for Wrangler CLI...
Wrangler is Cloudflare's tool. If the setup says it is not found, it will tell you to run this:

	npm install -g wrangler



Run that command, press Enter, wait for it to finish, then run the original command again.

Checking Cloudflare authentication...
A browser window will open asking you to log in to Cloudflare. Log in with the account you just created. Then come back to the terminal.

Server name
Pick any name for your memory server. Use only lowercase letters and hyphens (dashes). No spaces, no capitals, no symbols.

1. Good examples:  my-memory   brain   claude-memory   personal
1. Bad examples:  My Memory   BRAIN   cool server!

Behaviour mode
This controls how Claude uses your memory:

1. Proactive: Proactive — Claude automatically saves and recalls things. Recommended if you are unsure.
1. Balanced: Balanced — Claude saves the most important things and recalls when helpful.
1. Manual: Manual — Claude only remembers when you specifically ask it to.

Choose Proactive if you are not sure. You can change it later.

Memory categories
These are labels that organise your memories into groups. By default you get categories like health, work, preferences, and personal context — sensible enough to get started with straight away.

Everything is fully customisable during setup. If the defaults do not match how your brain works, you can rename them, remove them, or add your own. Just press Enter to keep the defaults if you are happy with them.

Auth secret
This is the password that protects your memories. You can type your own or press Enter to have a strong one generated for you automatically.

	IMPORTANT — Save your secret somewhere safe!
Write it down, put it in a notes app, or save it in a password manager. You will need it in a moment to connect Claude to your server. If you lose it, you will need to reset it.



Enable nightly consolidation?
Overnight, this scans your memories, finds duplicates or near-duplicates, and merges them into cleaner, more useful entries. Think of it as a tidy-up that runs while you sleep — it keeps your memory store lean instead of filling up with slightly different versions of the same thing.

	Free plan heads-up
Nightly consolidation uses Cloudflare's AI operations to do the comparison work. On the free plan you get 10,000 of those per day. For most people that is plenty — but if you store a lot of memories or have very active conversations, consolidation can eat through that allowance faster than expected. If you are just starting out, leave it off. You can always enable it later once you have a feel for how much you are actually using.



Deploy to Cloudflare after setup?
Choose Yes. This puts your server online.

Configure Claude to use this memory server?
Choose Yes, then pick which Claude app you use:

1. Claude Desktop — the app installed on your computer
1. Claude Code — the developer command-line tool
1. Claude Mobile / Web — the phone app or the website at claude.ai



	4
	Connect Claude to Your Server



If you chose Claude Desktop or Claude Code
The setup already configured everything for you. Just restart Claude — close it and open it again. You are done.

If you chose Claude Mobile / Web
The setup will show you a URL at the end. It looks something like this:

	https://your-server-name.your-subdomain.workers.dev/mcp?secret=your-secret-here



To add it to Claude:

1. Open the Claude app or go to claude.ai
1. Go to Settings
1. Find MCP Servers, Integrations, or Connected Tools
1. Add a new Remote MCP Server
1. Paste the URL that the setup gave you
1. Set the transport type to: Streamable HTTP
1. Save

	5
	Test That It Works



Open Claude and say this:

	Remember that my favourite colour is blue.



Now start a brand new conversation and ask:

	What is my favourite colour?



If Claude says blue — it is working. Your AI now has permanent memory.

	Claude does not seem to remember?
Make sure you fully restarted Claude after setup. Then check Settings to confirm the memory server shows as connected.



What Claude Can Now Do
With Proactive mode, Claude remembers things automatically. You can also talk to it directly:

	You say...
	What happens

	Remember that I am allergic to peanuts
	Stored as critical information in your health category

	What do you know about me?
	Searches all your memories and gives a summary

	I changed jobs, I work at Google now
	Updates the existing memory instead of creating a duplicate

	What have you remembered so far?
	Lists your recent memories

	Forget memory #4
	Permanently deletes that specific memory

	How many memories do you have?
	Shows a breakdown of everything stored



Troubleshooting
Something went wrong? Here are the most common problems and how to fix them.

	Problem
	Fix

	npx is not recognized
	Node.js is not installed properly. Go back to Step 1 and reinstall. Close and reopen your terminal after installing.

	wrangler: command not found
	Run this command:  npm install -g wrangler  then try again.

	The Cloudflare login page will not open
	Run this in your terminal:  npx wrangler login  — it should open a browser tab.

	D1 creation failed
	Usually means you are not logged in to Cloudflare. Run  npx wrangler login  and try the setup again.

	Claude does not use memory
	Restart Claude completely. Check Settings to confirm the server is connected. Try asking:  Use your memory tools to recall what you know about me.

	I lost my secret
	Open your terminal and run:  npx wrangler secret put MEMORY_SECRET  — type your new secret and update the URL in Claude settings.



Your Data is Yours
Your memories are stored on your own Cloudflare account. Nobody else has access — not the creators of this tool, not Cloudflare, not anyone without your secret.
You can delete everything at any time by deleting the Worker from your Cloudflare dashboard.

	Cost
Completely free. Cloudflare's free plan includes 100,000 requests per day, 5 million database reads per day, and 10,000 AI operations per day. For personal use, you will never get close to these limits.



Need Help?
If you are stuck - reach us via tiktok or Contact Us tab. We will help!

Built with care by the AI•DHD community.

